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feedback to further improve our work and the information shared with you. Please forward these
directly toinfo@unepgiemp.org

Dr Jian Liu appointed as the Chief Scientist of UN Environment
He wi || be responsible for strengthening o
United Nations Environment ProgrammegUN

Environment) Executive Director Mr. Erik
Sohleim appointed Dr. Jian Liu, Founding Di-

rector, UN Environment Eco
tem Management Partnership (UNEEMP) as
the Chief Scientist of the organization. In his |
s hew role, Dr. Liu will be responsible for
strengthening UN Envi jbilm
legitimacy, relevance and integrity in the scien-
tific arena. He will play an advisory role to the
UN Environment leadership on scientific as- 1
pects of organizati onid it
programme of work as set out in its Medium
Term Strategy. Further, he will also lead the
efforts in promoting science that can integrate
the environmental, social and economic pillars
of sustainable development.
Dr Ji an |dxprass ny ddemlgrabtude to
the leadership for appointing me. | will build
upon the successes of my predecessors and
will spare no efforts tobadvi s e, support, com-
p | e meéha keddlership to strengthen the sci- P I‘]'a” Liu’ during the UN.EFEMPhAn-.
Dr Jian Liu appointed ag entific credibility of UN Environmené, g‘t‘% L?ueztlrj%at 2017 in Beijing. Photo:
the Chief Scientist
Commending his appointment, Prof Linxiu United Nations Climate Change Con-
EbA South Interregiona| Zhang, CeDirector, UNEREMP and Professor ferences Last year, UNEEMP estab-
Writing Workshop and Director, Centre for Chinese Agriculture lished its credibility in the realms of
UNEREMP secures five Policy, Chinese Ac dtdse noperaiiohs asdcultireately &ansitienad d 0
CASPIFI fellowships 2 a matter of great prlde for aII_of us. We owe into fuIIy—op_eratlonaI _phase. It also
our huge appreciation to Dr. Jian Liu. With his launched its flagship programme
UNEREMP delegation leadership, dedication and intellect, UNEP on Climate, Ecosystems and Liveli-
visits Renmin University| 3 IEMP has been able to make an impressive hoods(CEL) announced by Mr. Ibrahim
of China progress in the global South on issues related Thiaw, Deputy Executive Director of UN
UN EnvironmeniNSEC to ecosystem management. _Persor)ally, | great- Environment at the Marrakeqh CIim_ate
Bilateral Cooperation 3 ly value his support and friendship that has Conference COP 22. It will provide
Meeting always been generously provided to me6 strategic vision and direction to the
- future international cooperation of
Sharp urban expansion Under this leadership as the Founding Director UNEREEMP. Further, he has also pro-

in typical cities of the

G 4 of UNEREMP since 2010, the Centre has vided mentorship to doctorate and
reater Mekong Subre-

been able to provide its technical services to postdoctorate students from China

ion . .
9 17 countries across Asia, Africa and West Asia. and other developing countries select-
Mission to Thar Coal 5 It has also been organizing high level fora of ed by Chinese Academy of Scienc-
Field, Pakistan global significance such as theSouthSouth es (CAS), host institute of the UNEP
Staff Updates 5 Cooperation onClimate Change (SSCC&rum IEMP.

since 2014 during the annual
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EbA South Interregional Writing Workshop held in Cape Town

Project core teams share ideas, gather knowledge and brainstorm on the way forward of the project

The GEFunded project Ecosystembased Adaptation
through SouthSouth Cooperation (EbA Southjeld an In-
terregional Writing Workshop from March -611, 2017,
with an aim to review global and regional strategies, fund-
ing opportunities and generate concept notes for the con-
tinuation and upscaling of EbA implementation started
within EbA South. The workshop brought together the pro-
ject core team: Project Management Unit (PMU) and other
technical experts from UNERIEMR Technical Advisor
team, Task Manager and representatives of the country
teams. It provided a comprehensive overview of funding
opportunities for EbA through different funding pro-
grammes, such as theGreen Climate Fund (GCFhe Ad-
aptation Fund and theGlobal Environment Facility (GEF)
The workshop further provided an idepth training on how
to compile concept notes and funding proposals for GCF
projects. Presentations, group exercises and several plena-
ry discussions were also organised during the workshop.

Silvia Cazzetta, Programme Manager of UNEMP and
EbA South Project Manager, summarised the experiences
and lessons learnt from EbA South, and suggested that the
continuation and upscaling of project interventions should
build on these experiences, particularly in the context of
South-South cooperation. Silvia also highlighted the possi-
bility of integrating the second phase of EbA South with
UNER EMPG6s fl agship

pr ogr ammeAgreement@hdithe 8DGs.,

Participants of the EbA South Interregional Writ-
ing Workshop in Cape Town, South Africa. Photo:
C4 EcoSolution

and Livelihoods (CEL). Dr Anthony Mills, CEO of
C4EcoSolutions and EbA South Chief Technical Adyvjisor
delivered a lecture on several concepts that are im-
portant for GCF proposals, such as bringing about a
transformative change, overcoming barriers, stakehold-
er consultations and theory of change. Participants were
divided into three groups
developing new EbA projects in the three pilot countries,
using the GCF concept note template.

an

The following activities are proposed in the idea notes:
Seychellesfocussing on creating climateesilient artifi

cial reefs where natural reefs are degradingNepak

using EDbA to restore degraded watersheds for safe
guarding hydroelectricity productionMauritania- esta
lishing agroforestry landscapes using multi drought
tolerant plant species, with the view to climatproof
livelihoods of local communities. The workshop also fea
tured a Q&A session with Atifa Kassam, EbA South Task
Manager, UN Environment. She provided an overview of
GCF6s role and highlighted tF
ment as an Accredited Entity to channel GCF resources
to projects and programmes.

She further gave detailed advice on the idea notes, in
the context of implementation of the Paris Climate
Ecosystems

UNEREMP secures five CAS PIFI fellowships for developing countries researchers

The researchers wil/l

UNEREMP has been granted fiveChinese Academy of
SciencesPr esi dent 6s
(CAS PIFI¥ellowships for researchers from developing
countries. The Centre went through a stringent interna-
tional recruitment process to select these 5 researchers.
The most meritorious candidates were asked to prepare
research proposals with CAS professors to apply for the
PIFI application.

Recently, CAS PIFI review panel approved these applica-
tions based on global competition.

w o r-Southt Cooperdtion endepvoh e n

Centreds South

Five research fellowstwo from Ethiopia and one each

I nt er nat i onfiom Kerys, |IMalaygia @and plepall willi be joiaingi UNEP

IEMP team early 2017.

They will contribute to the decadéong flagship pro-
gramme on Climate, Ecosystems, and Livelihoods
(CEL)and further strengt hen
South cooperation. Since its inception, UNHEMP has
been granted? international fellowshipsby CAS providing
a unique opportunity to share best practices and forge
partnerships with each other.

Ce
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UNEPREMP Delegation Visits Renmin University of China

Both sides commit to buil di

related to sustainable development

A fivemember delegation from UNEFEMP led by Dr Jian
Liu (Director) and Prof Linxiu Zhang (€xrector) visited
Chongyang Institute for Financial Studiefenmin Univer-
sity of China( RDCY) . Prof Linxiu
cused on the following:

1) briefing about the origins of Sustainable Development
from an ecological dimension and challenges that exist in
developing countries since climate change, ecosystem
degradation and poverty have seriously threatened the
living conditions of human beings.

2) elaboratingUNER EMPG6s acti vities

to Sustainable Development and SoutSouth coopera-
tion,

UNEPNSFC Bilateral Cooperation Meeting

stronger ties and exchang

ng

UNERI EMP and Renmin University
during the meeting held in BeijingPhoto: Renmin University

flagship programme orClimate, Ecosystem, and Liveli-
hoods (CEL).

Z B) explgringeppoptunities ® stiterggthen theBelf and

R o aldit@ative. It provides an important window to ad-
vance SouthSouth cooperation and further promote Sus-
tainable Development.

The RDCY delegation led by Wenhe Wang, Executive Dean

of RDCY exchanged views with the UNEFEEMP 6 s del e (
tion on the 6Belt and Road6 i
nads urbanization and environ
areas etc. Dr. Jian Liu highlighted the changing mecha-

Rist bf fofefgrt didS dhé theleffectifelude Bfdnatching

funds for global environmental governance. Both sides

especi al | yong (P0&6-2025)n t r e @ypresfed Kedndnferest to work closely in the future.

Partners appreciate bilateral cooperation; pledge to strengthen efforts in the future

The United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environ-
ment)d National Natural Science Foundation of China
(NSFCilateral cooperation meeting was held recently. It
was attended by delegates from both sides. Shigang
Zhang, Coordinator of UN E

Feng Feng, Director General of Bureau of International §

bilateral work done by both partners in recent years in the

areas of climate change, ecosystem and chemicals. They
expressed hope for more joint project applications in the

future. Both partners stressed on the need to adjust the

key cooperation areas from climate change, ecosystem
and chemicals to climate change, ecosystem, resource
efficiency and environmental governance.

They also showed
logical Protection and Livelihood Under Climate Change in
A f r thie wedér, which is being proposed by UNHEPMP. It
will highlight the achievements of the bilateral projects
done so far. I n terms of
gang Zhang, Dr Jian Liu (Director of UNEEFMP) and Prof
Zhang (CeDirector UNEREMP) put forward their respec-
tive suggestions including making a good tegiown design,

/,.ﬁh4

UNERIEMP and NSFC Bilateral Cooperation Meeting held in

Workshop ongEcoe s Beijing. Bhotg; ¥isong Guan 5

making full use of international collaboration networks
(including United Nations), communicating in commonly
used international languages, paying attention to the

N SIFiC\0es| iwoodkd sr eil mt pdrt aeB&Boubhb

support from these countries.
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Sharp urban expansion in typical cities of the Greater Mekong Subregion in the past few decades,

says UNEREMP study

First oneofditsk i nd compr ehensi vues eanpaatytseirsn ocnh abnlgeendof typi cal

findings

Typical cities in the Greater Mekong Subregion. Photo: Cao Hui

UNEREMP researcher Cao Hui recently conducted a
research ond | ausedpattern change of typical cities in
theGr eat er Mekong &alzingesig fym- n
cal cities 8Xishuangbanna,Yangon,Vientiane, Bangkok,
Phnom Penhand Ho Chi Minh City.

Being the earliest and most effective regional coopera-
tion mechanism of China, GMS holds a special signifi-
cance in Chinads regional
dresses various challenges faced in the development of
the Subregion that need to be jointly addressed by the
countries concerned.

The results of the research are as follows:

1) There is an obvious urban expansion in the typical
cities in the past decades, but paddy shows a decreas-
ing trend in the cities except Xishuangbanna.

2) Among the typical cities, Bangkok has the biggest
built-up area and proportion, while Phnom Penh and
Xishuangbanna has the smallest buitip area and pro-
portion respectively. Outlying is always the dominant
urban expansion type and urban sprawl is a common
phenomenon in these cities.

3) Driving forces of urban expansion in the typical cities
were also explored, especially policy factors, such as land

ci

( &WMsS) 6 government sd attitudes

and environment laws.

4) Land fragmentation and the decreasing natural landse
types are a common phenomenon in typical cities of GMS.
Ugbanrexpangiyalso legde te urbanesgraws enyinenmental-
deterioration, traffic congestion and the increase in flood
risks.

The study classified maps of the cities using satellite imag-
es; incorporated multiple tools to characterize urban expan-
sion and landuse pattern change.

It is envisaged that the results of the landise pattern
change of typical cities would not only help policy makers in
regional cooperation and urban planning, but also provide
useful information for further exploration of ecological envi-
ronment or natural resources under thed Bel t
Roadd Initiative and d.ancangMekong Coopera-
t i onacBanism.

an
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